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0. - Abbreviations

 

ACC: Area control center  

AGL: Above ground level  

APP: Approach control  

APP: Approach facility  

ATC: Air Traffic Control/Controller  

ATS: Air traffic service  

BTZ: Biarritz VOR  

CTR: Control Zone  /  IVAO: FIR facility  

DX (where X is a number):  DME di stance  

ETD: Estimated time of departure  

FIC: Flight information center  

FIR: Flight Information Region  

FL: Flight Level  

FT: Feet  

GND: Ground  

IAF: Initial Approach Fix  

IFR: Instrumental flight rules  

LECM: Madrid FIR/ACC/FIC  

 

 

LESO: San Sebastian airport  

LFBB: Bordeaux  FIR/ACC/  

LFBZ: Biarritz airport  

MHz: MegaHertz  

MSL: Mean sea level  

N: North  

NE: North East  

RWY: Runway  

S: South  

SID: Standard Instrument Departure  

SSN: San Sebastian VOR  

TFC: Traffic  

TMA: Terminal manoeuvring  area  

TWR: Tower facility  

VFR: Visual  flight rules  

VOR: VHF Omnidirectional R ange  

ZRT: Temporary Restricted Area  

 

 

00. - Applicability  

 

This document is applicable on IVAO network as soon as it is published and until 

further notice.  
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LETTER OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN LESO AND LFBZ  

 

1. - OBJEC TIVE  

 

1.1. -The aim of this document is to provide an operation basis where the Air Traffic 

Controllers (ATC) of the facilities involved can settle the coordination to ensure the 

safety between adjacent airfields .  

 

2. - GENERALITIES  

 

2.1. -This document is app lied to all ATC operations where the facilities involved are 

the ones controlling the approach of LFBZ Biarritz -Bayonne -Anglet Airport and the 

approach of LESO Hondarribia San Sebastian Airport. These facilities can be:  

 

 

Facilites giving approach service at LFBZ  

LFBZ_APP Biarritz Approach 125,600MHz 

LFBB_N_CTR (*) Bordeaux Control 125,100MHz 

LFBB_CTR(*) Bordeaux Control 125,100MHz 

 

 

Facilities giving approach service at LESO  

LESO_TWR San Sebastian Tower 119,850MHz 

LECM_NE_CTR (*) Madrid Control 118,275MHz 

LECM_CTR (*) Madrid Control 136.525MHz 

 

(*) When LFBZ/LESO is not connected and no other ATC is connected below.  

 

2.2. -The final responsibility of the coordination is up to the ATC and indications 

described below can be modified according to the ATC criteria to ensure  the safety 

of  the flight operations. Without coordination, this document should be applied as a 

reference.  

 

2.3. -The conflicting area where the LoA is needed for coordination  is between the 

CTR of LESO (GND to 1700 ft AGL)  and TMA of LFBZ (sector 1: 2000 ft  AMSL to 

FL145  -  sector 4: 1500ft AGL to FL115 ) , as well as the CTR of LFBZ (GND to 2000ft 

AMSL) . There is a shared óspecial -use airspaceô of San Sebastian into French 

territo ry from GND to 2000ft AMSL where the operation s are  delegated to 

LESO_TWR.  
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¶ LESO_TWR, or upper controller if LESO is offline , will control LESO CTR 

(yellow area) in all cases. Any traffic in this area should be in radio contact 

with LESO_TWR.  

¶ LFBZ_APP, or upper controller if LFBZ is offline , will control LFBZ TMA (blue 

area) in all cases. Any traffic in this area should be in radio contact with 

LFBZ_APP.   

¶ Any traffic crossing the border without following any published proc edure  or 

ATS route  should be transferred to the involved ATC  as soon as possible .  

¶ In general lines, into the restricted Area  (LESO ZRT , red area ) , LESO_TWR 

handles the a irspace from GND to 2000ft AMSL and LFBZ above 2000ft  

AMSL. VFR traffic will be at 1000ft  AMSL.  

 

3. - SPECIAL  IFR PROCEDURES : LFBZ  (cf. chart 1 )  

 

3.1. - Departures:  

 

RWY27/09 :  

 

As they do not affect LESO, no special procedure described.  

 

3.2. - Arrivals:  

 

RWY27/09 :  

 

As they do not affect LESO, n o special procedure described.  
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4. - SPECIAL IFR PROCEDURES:  LESO  

 

4.1. - Departures:  

 

RWY04  (cf. chart  3) :  

 

When RWY 04 is in use , every  IFR departure should be transferred  from LESO_TWR  

to LFBZ_APP excep t if :  

 

¶ A departing  traffic has shortcut the pr ocedure (in visual contact)  to avoid 

French airspace.*  

¶ There is no control at LFBZ or LFBB.*  

¶ LFBZ/LFBB has previously advised LESO that there is no need to make this  

transfer ,  as there is not any  conflicting traffic .*  

 

The depart ing traffic should stay with LFBZ ATC until he leaves  its  airspace. When 

leaving  Biarritz TMA at an altitude above FL085 , it s hould be transferred to 

LECM/LECM_NE . If the departing traffic is below FL085 he must  be transferred back  

to LESO_TWR .  

 

If LFBZ wants to shortcut the departing traffic, this should be made in coordination 

with the concerned  ATC.  

 

When LESO issues the departure clearance, this must be transmitted to LFBZ (if 

connected) to let him know in ad vance that an inbound traffic is affecting his 

airspace. Coordination should be made as soon as possible w hen issuing the 

clearance. For example:  

 

ñLESO_TWR: TFC departing LESO into your airspace, CRJ200 ANE8XXX ETD: 1515 

SID PPN1B  initial climb FL80 ò 

ñLFBZ_APP: copied, standard procedure / no restriction, keep it when departingò 

 

If visual shortcut has been arranged with the departing traffic , then  LFBZ should be 

informed:  

 

ñLESO_TWR: Departing TFC not affecting you, turning left in visualò 

ñLFBZ_APP: thanks for letting me knowò 

 

The initial climb  is usually  FL080. Further climb can be given by LFBZ_APP (FL140  

max.) .  

 

RWY22  (cf. chart  4) :  

 

BTZ1A :  

Only BTZ1A departure affects LFBZ. Departing t raffic should be transferred to LFBZ 

when inbound D12 BTZ if he is below FL085.  If not, the transfer will be from LECM 

to LFBB . 

 

4.2. - Arrivals  (cf. chart s 5 and 6) :  

 

RWY04:  

 

The m issed approach procedure  (NDB approach )  does not interfere with the French 

airspace. However, if the crew diverts from the prescribed miss ed approach 

procedure , this should  be coordinated with LFBZ as soon as possible.  
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RWY22:  

 

FROM SSN:  

The approach is cleared by LESO. Then after passing SSN (IAF) the traffic is 

transferred to LFBZ who manages  the outbound leg and part of the inbound leg. 

When free of conflicting traffic a nd not after D8 inbound, the traffic should be 

transferred back  to LESO_TWR.  

 

If visual approach is given  to  the incoming traffic, this  flight procedure  should be 

made before D6  and north of the field , in order  to avoid  French airspace.  

 

FROM BTZ:  

The appr oach clearance is given by LFBZ,  traffic should be transferred to 

LESO_TWR:  

¶ when established on inbound leg  

¶ not after D8  

¶ free of conflicting traffic  

 

If visual straight - in approach is given to  the incoming traffic, LESO_TWR should be 

informed.  

 

¶ LFBZ_APP is  responsible of traffic regulation  in the initial and intermediate 

approach phases.  

¶ LFBZ should inform  LESO of any  traffic coming in via BTZ.   

¶ Published altitudes  should be respect ed . Flight crews should avoid to fly in  

French airspace below 1000ft  AMSL.  
 

NDB APPROACH 

It is on ly used when SSN VOR is unserviceable . We assume that the VOR in IVAO 

works well , so if the approach is simulated, then manual coordination is required . 
 

5. - VFR PROCEDURES :  

 

5.1. -LFBZ (cf. chart 2)  

 

¶ VFR flights leaving SW westbound should contact LE SO_TWR maintaining 

1000ft  AMSL maximum as prescribed in SW1 corridor .   

 

5.2. -LESO (cf. chart  7)  

 

¶ VFR flights reaching E and eastbound should contact LFBZ_TWR maintaining 

1000ft  AMSL maximum.   

The circuit pattern must be made on the Spanish side. The circuit over Hendaya  

(France) is restricted to special situations and is only permitted at 1000ft AMSL 

minimum . ATC should advise concerned ATC if the crew crosses the national 

borders , as it is not allow ed without previous agreement.  
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CHARTS  

 

1ïLFBZ :  area chart  
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2ïLFBZ :  v isual approach chart  












